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moral strength may accrue to him Fater, I
am not sorry to have known him in his
youth. The charm of youth, even wheli it
is a little boisterous, lies in nearness to the
impulses of nature, in a quicker and more
obvious obedience to that pure, seminal
principle which, having formed the body
and its organs, always directs their move-
ments, unless it is forced by vice or neces-
sity to make them crooked, or to suspend
them. Even under the inevitable crust of
age the soul remains young, and, wherever
it is able to break through, sprouts into
something green and tender. We are all as
young at heart as the most youthful Ameri-
can, but the seed in his case has fallen upon
virgin soil, where it may spring up more
bravely and with less respect for the giants
of the wood. Peoples seem older when their
perennial natural youth is encumbered with
more possessions and prepossessions, and
they are mindful of the many things they
have lost or missed. The American is not
mindful of them.

In America there is a tacit optimistic as-
sumption about existence, to the effect that
the more existence the better. The soulless